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Mini-tornado hits Victoria
May 18, 2003

MUCH of central western Victoria was blacked out and dozens of houses damaged tonight by a severe storm.

The storm - described by the weather bureau as a "mini-tornado" - caused most damage at Eaglehawk, about 140km north west of Melbourne. 

Several houses were unroofed, trees were uprooted and power lines brought down when the winds struck at around 5.15pm (AEST), a Country Fire Authority (CFA) spokesman said. 

The winds also blacked out the surrounding towns of Castlemaine, Bendigo, and Maldon, the spokesman said. 

Local State Emergency Service co-ordinators received more than 100 calls for assistance and face a lot of work overnight, according to spokesman Peter Cox. 

