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Tornado fourth in Victoria in past five years 
From AAP
19may03

A TORNADO that wreaked havoc in the central Victorian town of Bendigo last night, was the fourth such event to hit the state in the past five years. 

Prior to last night's event, which included gusting winds of up to 180kph, the most recently reported tornado was in the state's north-east nearly three years ago. 

SEPTEMBER 2000 - A mini-tornado damages 12 houses when it speeds through Milawa, in north-eastern Victoria about 8pm (AEST) on September 9. 

JUNE 2000 - A tornado sucks a family of five, including a 17-month-old baby out of their home in the tiny northern Victorian town of Fairy Dell. 

The violent wind, which is believed to have hit a peak of 150kph, sucks the baby, still in its high chair, through a window and into a paddock about 18 metres from the house. 

MAY 1998 - Strong winds, described as a mini-tornado, whip through the south-eastern Victorian town of Wonthaggi, cutting power and damaging 12 houses. 

A Bureau of Meteorology spokesman later describes the event as a "water spout", which is not as violent as a tornado. 
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